Anti-SSB/La antibody is negatively associated with HLA-DR2 in chronic hepatitis C infection.
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection is frequently associated with anti-SSA/Ro and anti-SSB/La autoantibodies. The objective of this study is to examine the prevalence of anti-SSA/Ro and anti-SSB/La autoantibodies in HCV-infected patients and their possible associations with HLA-DRB1 polymorphism in Chinese patients in Taiwan. About 288 HCV-infected patients were recruited for autoantibody detection and HLA-DRB1 typing. Anti-SSA/Ro and anti-SSB/La autoantibodies were detected in 12.8 and 9.7% of HCV-infected patients. Anti-SSA/Ro antibody was positively associated with age over 55 [p = 0.04; odds ratio = 2.17; 95% confidence interval (CI), 1.03-4.57]. Anti-SSB/La antibody was negatively associated with HLA-DR2 carriage (p = 0.024; odds ratio = 0.30; 95% CI, 0.10-0.90). No significant correlation was found between autoantibody production and gender, autoimmune manifestation, presence of cirrhosis, or hepatocellular carcinoma in HCV infection. In conclusion, anti-SSA/Ro and anti-SSB/La antibodies present frequently in HCV-infected patients. Anti-SSB/La antibody is negatively associated with HLA-DR2 in HCV-infected patients in Taiwan.